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Background

According to the United Nations, water scarcity affects more than 40 percent of the global

population. Every day nearly 1000 children die due to preventable water-borne diseases. By

2025, 1.8 billion people will be living in countries or regions with absolute water scarcity,

and two-thirds of the world's population could be living under water-stressed conditions.

As youth have a huge potential for innovation in the water agenda, their voice needs to be

taken into account. Dissemination of proper water education to masses in general and the

youth, in particular, could be useful in addressing the issues related to the environment.

Lack of proper funding opportunities for youth often makes it impossible for them to carry

out water-related ideas, projects, or water management initiatives. These structural barriers

lock many young people’s potential, irrespective of their skills, personal determination to

make a change, and ability to take responsibility.

To foster and empower Sustainable Youth Leadership in the country, and build youth

capacities on developing sustainable solutions for water security, House of Volunteers

Foundation Bangladesh, Environmental sustainability in textile industries -

ESTex-BUET with the support of SNV Netherlands Development Organization decided

to organize a water-based fellowship program called Youth Water Fellowship Program

(YWFP). Bonik Barta is the media partner of this program.

What is the Youth Water Fellowship Program (YWFP)?

The Youth Water Fellowship Program (YWFP) is a water-focused six-months fellowship

program offered by HOV Bangladesh, ESTex-BUET and SNV Netherlands Development

Organization for young students that aims to increase interest in research and empower

youth with relevant and comprehensive work experience in the water sector. This program

will enhance young leaders’ knowledge and research capability on sustainability and

water-related subjects. Their projects should address water issues and inclusiveness that

will significantly improve living conditions in their communities while contributing to the

achievement of the UN’s SDG6 (water and sanitation for all) goals.



What does it mean to participate in this program?

The YWFP includes an intensive training program, mentoring support, and monthly stipend

for finally selected young researchers and expected to publish their research work in

recognized journals or conference proceedings.

Eligibility

Ideal Candidate should:

● Be enrolled in a school, college or university in Bangladesh.

● Age: 15 to 24 years

● Intermediate level of English proficiency

● Study and research oriented mindset

● Weekly 10-15 hours of research work commitment

* The fellowship program highly encourages female, indigenous community and all LGBTQ+
community students to apply.

Selection Process

Candidates with keen interests in social and developmental issues related to water, willing to

brainstorm on innovative ideas, possessing or keen to develop leadership roles, and good

team workers will be considered.

A judging panel consisting of representatives from HOV, ESTex, SNV and external experts

will assess proposals. The judging process is outlined below:

● The judging panel will review each student’s proposal. Scoring will be given based on

the idea and criteria.

● Based on the proposal scores, shortlisted candidates will be called for an interview

where they will be asked to present their proposal.

● Fellows will be selected based on both proposal and interview scores.

● The announcement of awarding the fellowship will be communicated through a

formal email.



Fellowship Duration &  Stipend

The YWFP includes an intensive training program, mentoring support and monthly stipend.

● After the final selection, fellows will have an intensive training and mentoring

program of 6 months (probably July to December) under an academic supervisor.

● In this tenure, Fellows will receive BDT 15,000 as a monthly stipend.

● The monthly stipend amount will be disbursed in bi-monthly basis based on

individual research work progress and performance, evaluated by the respective

supervisor.

● Other relevant facilitation will be based on the need and will be decided by the YWFP

authority.

Timelines

Date Activities

1 Apr 2022 to 15 May 2022 Receiving Application and Research Project Proposal.

Proposal Submission Deadline: 05 June 2022

06 June 2022 - 30 Jun 2022 Interview and Selection Process

01 Jul 2022 - 31 Aug 2022 1st Phase: Program orientation, prepare research

plan, review literature, develop research methodology

1 Sep 2022 - Oct 2022 2nd Phase: Data collection and analysis,

1 Nov 2022 to 31 Dec 2022 3rd Phase: Report writing and review, final report

submission

Promotional Activities

1 Apr 2022 - 30 Apr 2022 Distributing fellowship program information

15 Apr 2022 - 05 June 2022 Information session with distinguished faculty

members and youth water professional

How To Apply

● Filling online Form (using given link):

https://publ.cc/UInYn

https://publ.cc/UInYn


For any Queries

Mobile: 01627634358, 01675451650

Email: fellowship@houseofvolunteers.org

About Organizers and Partners

House of Volunteers Foundation Bangladesh

House of Volunteers (HOV) Foundation, Bangladesh is a student-led volunteer organization.

The main objective is to engage students in delivering low-cost high-impact solutions to

bring improvements in education and environmental sectors. HOV has a total 200

professional and student members in home and abroad under its 3 student chapters and 1

country chapter. HOV runs its operations and volunteer projects by sponsorship, member’s

subscription and donations. In the last 14 years, HOV has implemented several

volunteer-led projects and volunteer development programs worth USD 80,000. Among

them, the most noticeable projects are – Bangladesh Stockholm Junior Water Prize

(SJWPBD), World Water Day Observance Program, Earthquake Awareness Program (EAP),

Mental Health and Wellbeing Program (GRACE), Open Source Computer Education Program

(OSCEP) and Books Drive.

Visit for further details - www.houseofvolunteers.org, www.facebook.com/hovbd

Environmental Sustainability in Textile Industries (ESTex), BUET

The Environmental Sustainability through Enhancing Local Capacity in Textile Chemical and

Waste Management program takes an integrated approach toward improving the overall

environmental sustainability of the Bangladesh textile sector by promoting establishment of

chemical safety practices and sustainable chemical and waste management systems within

local textile industries, enhancing laboratory facilities for assessment of toxic and hazardous

chemicals, fostering knowledge development and innovation in textile environmental

sustainability, and supporting development of the framework for legislations and policies for

eliminating use of hazardous chemicals from textile industries. ESTex is currently performing

chemical mapping for the textile sector, which will indicate the type, quantity, origins

(import or local production), transportation, storage condition, handling, usages (production

or wastewater treatment) and hazard factors of the chemicals consumed in the local textile

http://www.houseofvolunteers.org
http://www.facebook.com/hovbd


industries. Separate workshops, training, and seminars on chemical safety and management

and ETP operations and management will also be organized to build local capacity and to

reduce pollution load to the environment.

Visit for further details - www.estexbd.com.  www.facebook.com/estexbdbuet

SNV Netherlands Development Organization

SNV Netherlands Development Organization is a not-for-profit international development

organization, established in the Netherlands in 1965. Driven by the Sustainable

Development Goals, SNV makes a lasting difference in the lives of people living in poverty

by helping them raise incomes and access basic services. SNV Netherlands Development

Organization started in Bangladesh in 2006 to design impact-oriented and future scalable

programs to help turn poverty into prosperity.

As the private sector in Bangladesh is recognised as a strong partner in economic growth

and development, SNV focuses on private sector engagement, institutional development,

and local ownership of programmes. It supports people to access and develop the

capabilities, services and opportunities needed to live a fulfilling life while sustainably using

the natural resources they depend on. They specialize in supporting the resourcefulness of

development actors.

Visit for further details - www.snv.org/country/bangladesh,
www.facebook.com/SNVBangladesh

http://www.estexbd.com
http://www.snv.org/country/bangladesh


Scope of the Research
In Bangladesh, the growing country-wide demand for water and increased pressure on

groundwater sources are causing a significant challenge in the overall water infrastructure.

Moreover, negative impacts of climate change including droughts, floods and other natural

disasters are drastically altering the availability of safe water for drinking and water for crop

production. Along with that, presence of arsenic in groundwater, an alarming rise in

pollution due to unplanned industrial growth and poor sanitation conditions are greatly

affecting public health. Bangladesh’s booming textile industry is also fueling the extensive

water crisis. Consuming around 300 liters of water to produce one kilogram of fabric, these

factories are consuming 1,500 billion liters of groundwater a year. Continuous expansion of

other industrial activities is also impacting water footprint.

Considering all of these challenges, this water fellowship program will focus on addressing

innovative research ideas with a scope of practical application to overcome water related

problems. As a developing country, economic viability is a big concern in Bangladesh.

Therefore, more emphasis should be given to develop a solution that is economically

feasible and sustainable.

Some Topics of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:
● Wastewater treatment
● Arsenic Removal from Groundwater
● Groundwater Salinity
● Waterlogging problems
● Safe water distribution system in the Metropolitan Areas
● Smart water infrastructure
● Water purification
● Water pollution
● Fecal Sludge management
● Smart sanitation solution
● Food-Water-Energy Nexus

Benefits of Fellowship for Students:
● Opportunity to conduct their own research
● Develop a strong research base
● Training and guidance from a mentor
● Industry connection and technical network
● Experiences to deepen knowledge
● Strengthen communication skills
● Enhance confidence as a leader and change-maker



Research Proposal Guidelines
The word limit of the proposal may vary in length, but the entire proposal will not exceed

10 pages (single space, Times New Roman, Font size: 12), followed by the list of

references. However, before you start writing the proposal, read the following criteria

carefully and try to think of your research based on those criteria.

1. Which water related problem do you want to address? (10 points)

2. Why is the topic important? (10 points)

3. How is it significant in Bangladesh? (10 points)

4. What problems will it solve? (5 points)

5. How does it build upon (and hopefully go beyond) research already

conducted on the topic? (20 points)

6. What exactly should you plan to do (detailed methodology), and can you get

it done in the project timeline? (30 points)

7. Overall presentation of the report (15 points)

However, in general, the proposal should include the following sections:

1. Introduction, Background, and Significance (See criteria 1-4 for the allocated

points)

Think about your introduction as a narrative written in two to four paragraphs that

answers the following four questions:

● What is the central research problem? Give a more detailed explanation.

● What is the topic of the study related to that research problem? Present the rationale

of your proposed study and clearly indicate why it is worth doing; be sure to answer

the "So What?” questions (i.e., why should anyone care).

● Describe the major issues or problems to be addressed by your research. This can be

in the form of questions to be addressed. Be sure to note how your proposed study

builds on previous assumptions about the research problem.

● Describe the boundaries of your proposed research in order to provide a clear focus.

Where appropriate, state not only what you plan to study, but what aspects of the

research problem will be excluded from the study.

● Why is this important research, what is its significance, and why should someone be

reading the proposal care about the outcomes of the proposed study?



2. Literature Review (See criteria 5 for the allocated points)

To help frame your proposal's review of prior research, consider the following while writing

the literature review:

● Cite, so as to keep the primary focus on the literature pertinent to your research

problem.

● Compare the various arguments, theories, methodologies, and findings expressed in

the literature: what do the authors agree on? Who applies similar approaches to

analyzing the research problem?

● Contrast the various arguments, themes, methodologies, approaches, and

controversies expressed in the literature: describe what are the major areas of

disagreement, controversy, or debate among scholars?

● Critique the literature: Which arguments are more persuasive, and why? Which

approaches, findings and methodologies seem most reliable, valid, or appropriate,

and why?

● Connect the literature to your own area of research and investigation: how does your

own work draw upon, depart from, synthesize, or add a new perspective to what has

been said in the literature?

3. Research Design and Methods (See criteria 6 for the allocated points)

When describing the methods, be sure to cover the following:

● Specify the research process you will undertake and the way you will interpret the

results obtained in relation to the research problem.

● Explain why these tasks add up to the best way to investigate the research problem.

● Clearly identify the key sources you intend to use and explain how they will

contribute to your analysis of the topic.

● Anticipate and acknowledge any potential barriers and pitfalls in carrying out your

research design and explain how you plan to address them.

4. Conclusion

This section should be only one or two paragraphs long, emphasizing why your research

problem is worth investigating, why your research study is unique, and how it should

advance existing knowledge.

5. References

List only the literature that you used or cited in your proposal.


